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We have been set FREE in Christ to: 
Worship  . . . . .  Learn  . . . . .  Embrace  . . . . .  Share  . . . . .  Welcome all! 

 

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

GA Church 
July 
2010 

 

WORSHIP NOTE: 
 

July 4th  
One Service 

only  
9:30 am 

Outside in  
the south 

parking lot! 

GOD’S GREAT GET-TOGETHER FOR KIDS! 
August 9-13 

 

Details on page 9 
See page 7 for a list of items to donate 

 

“From east to west, the powerful Lord God  
has been calling together everyone on earth.”   

Psalm 50:1 

New Orleans Mission Trip—July 24-31 
Take a moment to wish well the seven senior high youth, two college 
students AND six adults traveling to New Orleans to work with the St. 
Bernard Project to help rebuild homes affected by Hurricane Katrina. The 
youth have worked hard this past year to raise funds to afford the 
trip.  Thank you for your generous support to make this opportunity 
possible for our youth.  The nine young people in the group are: Joe Howard, Nick Crayne, Jessica 
Stelter, Rose Madison, Lindsay Estes, Faith Westbury, Tiffany Goepfert, Angela Hamrick, Jackie 
Jones.  

Our group, led by Pastor Hans and Lindsay Lowther, will be working with the rebuilding 
program, which is a volunteer-driven program that evaluates the need of homeowners 
and then either supplies skilled labor to help them rebuild their homes, or, if the 
homeowner cannot afford them on their own, provides building materials paid for by 
donations. The Rebuilding Program can rebuild a home in 12 weeks for around $15,000. 
The program has rebuilt 218 houses to date since the disaster of Hurricane Katrina. 
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Pastor’s Column July 2010 

Stones from the River of Life 
‘When your children ask their parents in 
time to come, “What do these stones 
mean?” then you shall let your children 
know, “Israel crossed over the Jordan here 
on dry ground.”  

For the LORD your God dried up the waters of 
the Jordan for you until you crossed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which 
he dried up for us until we crossed over, so 
that all the peoples of the earth may know 
that the hand of the LORD is mighty….’  from 
the Old Testament book of Joshua, Chapter 
4, verses 21-24 

When God’s people crossed the Jordan River 
to the land God promised them, they took a 
stone from the middle of the river.  The 
stones were created into a pile in the river to 

mark the spot where God 
dried up the river to allow 
the people to cross safely. 

The stones created a 
marker to remind the 
people of what God had 
done in their lives—and 
to whom they 
belonged.   

In Genesis, God made the rainbow a reminder 
to the people of God’s rescue of Noah and his 
family.  Jacob created an altar in the 
wilderness as a marker of the place where 
God appeared to him in a dream. 

What are the markers and reminders inside 
the walls of our church that remind you of 
God’s power and faithfulness?  Of the gift of 
Jesus Christ, and his death and resurrection?  
Is it the large cross above our altar?  The old 
altar from our first church building at Sims & 
Weide that now sits in Luther Hall?  A favorite 
seat in the sanctuary where you could make 
eye contact with a loved one singing in the 
choir?  Maybe its a corner in Luther Hall 
where a friend paused to say a prayer with 
you on a difficult day. 

Markers are visual reminders to both children 
and adults that we travel together as a 
community, the Body of Christ.  Not one of 
these markers belongs to us exclusively, and 
the meaning they give to our faith life varies 
from person to person.  We possess them 
collectively, and only for a time, as they have 
been given to us as a trust from God. 

We give thanks for the dry stones placed 
along our path to remind us of what God has 
done in our lives through Jesus Christ. 
 

Pastor Bonnie Wilcox 
Senior Pastor 

Many leaders and the staff of the church are 
responsible for the care and use of the gifts 
you so generously offer.  This includes the 
care and use of our facility, an important 
tool for mission and ministry.  Here are 
some updates: 
 

1. Cell Tower Lease Buyout.  Negotiation 
continues with Crown Castle, who owns 
the cell tower on our property, after they 
exercised their right of first refusal on the 
offer we received from Unison.   

2. Air Conditioning Update.  A member’s 
legacy gift was used to install units in 
Luther Hall and the Fireside Room this 
spring.  What a difference they will make 

in welcoming people this summer to GA for 
day camp, VBS, funerals, and worship! 

3. Kitchen Update.  The dishwasher and 
garbage disposal units have been 
completely replaced—paid for by donations 
of labor and money from members.  The 
kitchen tile floor was lifted, repaired, and 
replaced.   

4. Tree Removal & Trimming.  Overgrown 
and dying box elder trees were removed 
from the property line between the church 
and the Sons of Moses Cemetery, and ash 
trees in the south parking lot and along 
Arcade Avenue were trimmed. 
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Like many congregations, we have come to expect a decrease in giving over the summer 
months.  Is this healthy?  Is it necessary? 

No — It is not healthy.  God created us to be givers — we get to share our blessings.  
That doesn’t change just because it is summer.  Neglecting our God-given gift to give isn’t good 
for us.  And it’s not so good for the church, either!  Falling behind in the summer months makes 
our mission and ministry more difficult for the rest of the year. 

No — It is not necessary.  With just a little effort, the summer slump can be avoided 
altogether.  We will be halfway through the year when you read this.  Please consider this:  
Have you made a plan to provide consistent support to God’s mission through GA?  Please do so 
and respond faithfully.  If it is helpful to you, with internet access, you can make an electronic 
offering while on vacation through www.gachurch.org.   

NOTE: This newsletter is filled with ways your gifts make Jesus Christ real in the lives of others! 

Today, thank God for the many ways we have been blessed by God and respond now through 
your offerings.  Today, be a joyful giver so that the mission and ministry of your church might 
continue with strength and health all year round!   

Financial Resources Committee 
David Grefe, Chair; Cassandra Hainey, Treasurer 

David Duncan, Maggie Kidnie, Neil Jones,  
Merritt Linzie, Pastor Bonnie Wilcox 

 

Mission Giving – Your gifts for the work of God’s people beyond our community: 
Monthly Mission Emphasis Gifts (see details on page 5)  $ 3,612 
Haiti Earthquake Gifts (plus $1,000 from Endowment Fund) $ 3,121 
Other Mission Gifts (Tanzania, scholarships)    $ 4.400 
Year-to-date Total:              $11,133 
 
Thank you for all the ways you respond to God’s love for you through 

the sharing of your gifts – YOU make mission & ministry possible! 

Copies of current financial statements are available upon request from Helen McEvoy-
Freese, our business manager at 651.774.6965, or email Helen@gachurch.org. 

To Slump or Not to Slump -That is the Question 

Financial Update  
As of May 31, 2010 
At this time, less money is coming in than what 
we need to fund our mission and ministry and 
meet our commitments. 
 
The General Fund—Supports the day-to-day 
expenses of the ministry we do NOW. In May, 
we blessed twelve graduating seniors, 
confirmed nine young people, baptized two 
babies, and prepared for the funeral for one 
member. We also held a successful & joyous 
“Bite for a Build.” 
 
YOUR gifts change lives! 
Through May 31, however, we have received 
about $29,000less in member giving than we 
anticipated- and needed.  

 
It is difficult to know what choices to make in 
difficult economic times, but we continue to 
focus on the hope and will of God for our work 
at Gustavus Adolphus. 
 
The Freedom Fund — your gifts to meet our 
obligation on the $2 million mortgage on our 
property. 
 
Monthly principle & interest payment:   $17,800 
No. of monthly payments on hand:                 3 
 
Capital Fund – for major repairs & facility 
upgrades.  This fund is maintained for future 
need.  Current balance: $43,000 
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Gifts were given to  
Gustavus Adolphus Church 
in memory or in honor of  
the following persons  
during the month  of May 
IMO  Nita Jindra- T Meyer, 
L Ottinger 
IHO Willis & Gloria  
Dugan’s 60th wedding  
anniversary- M King- 
 to Loaves and Fishes 

Mission Partners 
 

GA commits people resources and 
money on an ongoing basis with the 
following congregations and non-
profit organizations: 
 Kipenzelo Parish, a Lutheran 

congregation of the Iringa Diocese in 
Tanzania 

 Humble Walk Lutheran Church, a new 
mission of the Saint Paul Area Synod & the 
ELCA meeting Sunday evenings in the Pilney 
Building at Randolph & West 7th 

 Loaves & Fishes – We serve a bi-monthly 
meal at Faith Lutheran in the Rondo 
neighborhood of Saint Paul 

 Merrick Community Services’ Food Shelf 
through weekly collection and delivery of 
groceries 

 Lyngblomsten Care Center – 5th Sunday help 
to transport residents in wheelchairs to 
worship 

 Tutors at the East Side Learning Center at 
John A. Johnson Elementary School and 
Farnsworth Aerospace PreK-8 Magnet 
(former Cleveland Jr. High) on the East Side 

NEW YORK, NEW ORLEANS 
 & SAN FRANCISCO 

Three unique cities worth seeing 
and cities the Spanish captain of 
the iron ore freighter liked best, 
to set port. I met him when I 
traveled on his freighter some 
years ago from Liberia, West 
Africa to Houston, Texas. Also, I 
have a friend from New Orleans 

(you might say he is biased) who says there are 
four cities in the United States, New York, New 
Orleans, and San Francisco— all the rest are 
Cleveland! 
 
Some places in this world are unique, others, 
common place.  Africa is a unique continent!  I 
have been there, I lived there.  Now, there are 
large animals, poisonous snakes, civil wars and 
tribal conflicts in Africa.  But, there is also a 
spirituality of the people, of our Christian 
brothers and sisters that can give us a new 
perspective on our faith journey.  
 
In African culture, the spirit world is tightly 
woven into life and the power of the Holy Spirit 
makes a lot of sense.  Imagine reading Scripture 
with that mindset.  In our western technological, 
scientific thinking, we do not put a lot of thought 
or trust in spirits.  Last May, we were asked to 
read the book of Acts.  Did you?  Acts, the book 
of the early church and the Holy Spirit.  We 
Christians know, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  We Lutherans focus most on the Son, 
Christ crucified.  The Pentecostals focus more on 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Seminarian student at Luther, Rev. Faith 
Kokubelwa Lugazia, wrote her doctorate paper 
on "Toward an African Inculturation of Biblical 
Pneumatology" A Response to the Rise of  
Neo-Pentecostalism in Tanzania Christianity." 
She received her degree last May 30th and 
returns to Tanzania this month and will search 
for ways to work, worship and celebrate some 
new or recent ideas of the Holy Spirit found in 
both the Lutheran and Pentecostal churches.   
 
The Global Mission Committee is about to 
plan another visit, for next summer, to our 
companion congregation in Tanzania.  
Maybe you have visited New York, New Orleans 
and San Francisco.  Maybe you have no desire.  
Have you been to Africa?  A visit there can 
enrich your faith journey and give you a new 
perspective on our western materialistic 

appetite.  On a visit, you, your family, can 
worship at Kiponzelo, see the Companion Village 
Project, experience Lutheran mission outreach 
work in Iringa and yes, you can take a 
photographic safari in a big game park. You will 
see elephants, zebras, giraffe and lions.  Watch 
for more information and give some thought to 
visiting our mission activity in Africa. 
 
Wesley Johnson, Chair 
Global Mission Committee 
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Gustavus Adolphus (GA) is a  
member of the Saint Paul Area 
Synod (www.spas-elca.org) of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America (ELCA), www.elca.org. 

 
 

Become a fan of ‘GA Church Saint Paul’ on 
Facebook! (Community 
youth are also invited to join 
GA Church Youth’s Facebook 
page). 

Online Giving, or automatic deduction from a 
bank account, is a free service to you, 
and benefits the church’s cash flow.  
Gifts may be made weekly, or on a 
schedule that fits your personal 
needs.   
 

Consistency in giving helps the church, 
whether you are unable to attend worship 
because of illness, business, vacation, or other 
reason.  Sign up at www.gachurch.org, and 
click on “Donate Now” on the left side. 

Prayer Chain Ministry 
 

We pray regularly for 
members and members’ 
family and friends in 
times of crisis and joy, 
soldiers serving overseas, 
as well in times of 
national and international 
crisis.  To submit a prayer 

request, there are forms available in both 
worship areas to put in the offering plate, or 
give to a staff member.  Prayer concerns are 
distributed by email about two times each week.  
 

To join the 40 or so other members in this 
ongoing ministry, contact Pastor Bonnie, 
b.wilcox@gachurch.org.  Information is used for 
prayer only. 

GA Twins Night at Target Field! 
Wednesday, September 1 

 

Join us for GA Twins Night at Target 
Field! We're in need of (at least) 25 
Twins fans interested in attending a 
game on Wednesday, September 1st 
in order to take advantage of this 
stellar group rate!  

 

$24 per ticket, kids under 30-inches tall get in 
FREE. Everyone is welcome!  
 

Contact Stephanie Paulsen @ 218.790.1974 or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. 

Your Generosity with Others 
 
GA has designated a special project for each 
month—given using the blue envelope in your 
giving packet, or through a 
special online gift, etc. 
 
Your gifts supported these 
projects so far this year: 
January–Global Missions $505 
February–Iringa Diocese $640 
March–Food Shelf  $737 
April–Camperships  $795 
May–Lyngblomsten  $935 
Total:          $3,612 
 
 

July’s special offering: College Scholarships 
for GA youth.  Last year, through your gifts 
and the Endowment Fund, 13 young adults 
received scholarships for a total of 
$6,500. In addition, GA member 
Katie Johnson received $3,000 to 
support her seminary education.  

2nd ANNUAL GARAGE SALE 
 PLANNING MEETING  

Love Garage Sailing? Want to be a part of GA's 
2nd Annual Garage Sale Planning Committee?  
We will be having our first planning meeting on 
July 27 at 6:00 pm in the Fishmarket.  Please 
call Cindy Olson Crayne if you are interested in 
helping but unable to make the meeting at 
651.247.1683. 

Park & Ride 
August 26-Sept. 6 

Once again, GA will host people 
on their way to the Great 
Minnesota State Fair.   

Mark these dates, and plan to 
help out in the parking lot—take 

your turn at passing out the “Church on a 
Stick”!  People will be asked to sign up for 4-
hour shifts: 8 am-noon; noon—4 pm; 8pm to 
midnight. [Arlington Hills Lutheran Church will 
cover the 4pm-8pm slots.]  Parking begins at 
noon on Sundays.  

Look for the sign up book in the Gathering Area 
near the end of June! 
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Children’s Ministries 

 

GOD’S GREAT GET-TOGETHER  
At Baobab Blast Vacation Bible School    
this summer! 

 
August 9-13 
9:00 – 11:30 am 
Children ages 3 through Grade 5 
$10 per child 
 

Sign up today! Stop by the Welcome Desk to pick up a registration form or call 
the church office at 651/774-5954.  Online registration is available at the 
GA website.  Just click on Bud the Elephant.   
 

The great baobab tree in the expansive African savannah is the setting for this 
year’s VBS.  There’s something for everyone in the community to LOVE.  Kids 
will be creating, running, jumping, and FOLLOW-ing with action-packed 
games; singing amazing new songs; and SHARE-ing the good news with 
everyone they meet.  TRUST us, this is the VBS you don’t want to miss!  It’s 
all about being part of a community, CARE-ing for others, learning about the 
Bible, and having fun, of course!  God’s Great Get-Together won’t be the same with out YOU!   

 
 

What’s a Baobab? 
The baobab tree is an amazing, self-contained community!  It provides shelter, 
food, and water for animals and people of the African savannah.  Some of the 
oldest trees actually hollow out and have enough room inside for people to 
gather! 
 

 
 

CALLING ALL Adventure-minded Jr. High Youth, Sr. High Youth,  
Adults of all ages to help with Baobab Blast VBS this summer! 
 Artists and decorators – Create background, settings, props, posters  

before VBS begins 
 Volunteers to burn 10-15 VBS music CDs for kids.  (Blank CDs provided!)    
 Preschool Co-Teacher or Storytellers 
 Guides (Small Group Leaders)  
 Karibu Kitchen Snack Coordinator 
 Kalahari Crafts co-leader 
 Grassland Games co-leaders 
 School Supplies Drive Assistant   

Watch for details about a very special 
Rally Day coming in September! 

Contact Sherrie 
Nordquist to help plan 
and lead this Vacation 

Bible School adventure! 

Bud the Elephant 
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Have you remembered GA in your will? 

 

A legacy gift will help continue the 120-year 
tradition of mission at Gustavus Adolphus.  With 
the advice of your attorney or tax adviser, the 
following language may be added to your will, 
trust or codicil: 
 

“I bequeath X% of my estate to Gustavus 
Adolphus Lutheran Church, 1669 N. Arcade, 
Saint Paul, MN  55106 for the Gustavus 
Adolphus Lutheran Church Endowment Fund.” 

SUPPORT A CAMP COUNSELOR 
 THIS SUMMER! 

 

Miranda Nelson is a counselor this summer 
at Camp Onomia, an outdoor ministry of 
the ELCA.  Please pray for her and her 
ministry this summer, and send a note of 
encouragement once in 
awhile. Counselors work 
over hot stoves, play silly 
games, sing songs, lead 
Bible study under trees 
and around campfires, 
mow lawns, and lead a 
group of (sometimes) 
crazy-acting kids for a 
week of faith and fun, leaving family and 
friends at home.  Send a note to Miranda 
at: Camp Onomia, 14202 Shakopee Lake 
Rd., Onamia, MN  56359. 

Summer Junior High  
Bible Camp 
 July 11-16 

 
 

Confirmation-age youth have 
been encouraged to attend 
Camp Onomia this summer 
by our Youth Ministry Team. 
 

Your support in fundraising 
efforts provides each young 
person from GA a scholarship 

for one-half the cost of camp  ($380) or 
$190!   
 
Please remember our young people in 
prayer this summer, and particularly while 
they are at Bible Camp. 

UPDATE ON HAITI RELIEF 
EFFORTS 

 

Since the earthquake on January 12, 
2010, ELCA members have given $10.5 
million. Below is an excerpt from a press 
release by ELCA Disaster Response (April 9, 
2010) regarding Haiti’s situation and what is 
currently being done: 
 
The ELCA has supported a multi-national, 
multi-lateral response to the earthquake  
through Action by Churches Together (ACT) 
Alliance. Support has been provided to 
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) for material aid, 
Church World Service (CWS) for material aid 
and distribution on the ground, and to the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and 
Lutheran Church in Haiti (LCH) to respond to 
the needs of affected individuals and families.  
 
LWF has started to implement cash for work 
activities; sites and specific activities have 
been determined closely with community 
leaders and authorities as well as partner 
organizations to ensure appropriate 
intervention in the areas of operation.  
Distributions were also carried out including: 
• School kits and materials. 
• Tents for 67 families will be erected. 
• The procurement of 11,700 family kits 
(mattress, blankets, mosquito nets and rice). 
 
LWF anticipates the start of distribution of 
food and non-food items to 11,700 identified 
families (1 family = 5 persons). ELCA Disaster 
Response is partnering with LWF to respond to 
the needs of families in need, and has sent 
$500,000 (of a committed $1.5 million for 
emergency phase) for the following activities: 
• Procurement/distribution of food 
• Procurement/distribution of NFIs (blankets, 
mattresses and mosquito nets) 
• Procurement/distribution of plastic sheeting 
and other transitional shelter materials 
• Cash grants to farmers to purchase seeds 
and tools. 
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Lectionary texts 
for July 

 
July 4 

Isaiah 66:1-9 
Galatians 6:[1-6]7-16 
Luke 10:1-11,16-20 

 
July 11 

Isaiah 66:10-14 
Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
July 18 

Genesis 18:1-10a 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 

 
July 25 

Genesis 18:20-32 
Colossians2:6-15[16-19] 
Luke 11:1-13 

WEEKLY  
BIBLE STUDY 

Thursdays, 10 am 
 

If you are interested in learning 
more about  the Scripture 
passages for a given Sunday, 
come to the class offered each 
Thursday morning at GA.  
 
The 10 am  class is led by  Pastor 
Bonnie, Pastor Hans,  or Helen 
McEvoy-Freese. 

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity  
To Co-host Annual  

‘Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Work Project’ 
October 4—8  

 
 

Former President Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, will be in 
the Twin Cities to renovate and repair 20 homes. Ten of the 
homes will be here on the East Side, the other ten in north 
Minneapolis -- two areas of the Twin Cities hit hardest by the 
foreclosure crisis. 
 

“City and neighborhood leaders are going to spend the summer 
getting ready to roll out the red carpet to 
President and Mrs. Carter,” said Chris Coleman, 
Mayor of St. Paul. “This project will add 
momentum to the work already being done to 
revitalize this neighborhood and attract economic 
development.” 
 

For 27 years the Carter Work Project has been a 
catalyst for increasing the work being done in local communities 
and empowering people to bring hope, stability and housing 
solutions. The Carter’s are Habitat for Humanity’s most famous 
volunteers and give a week of their time each year to help 
Habitat build, renovate or repair homes and raise awareness 
about the need for affordable and decent housing. 
 

Watch the future newsletter for information about GA’s 
involvement in this project! 

Ronald C. Peterson Library 
Hours 10:00-10:30 a.m. on Sundays during the summer. 

Also during weekly church office hours.   
Please call in advance to make sure the library is available. 

 
The Peterson Library invites you on an 

AFRICAN SAFARI in celebration of our 50th 
Anniversary!   

All ages are welcome, including teens and adults.   
 

 Beginning in July, each time you read a book or 
view a DVD or listen to a CD from our A/V cart, 
choose a wild animal from the “AFRICA” BASKET IN THE 
LIBRARY AND FILL OUT THE REQUESTED INFORMATION.  You 
may also choose an animal for each book read to you. 

 Drop the wild animal into the “SAFARI” basket and watch as 
the African countryside fills with wild animals. 

Come join the AFRICAN SAFARI!  Bring God’s WILD LIFE into 
Peterson Library this summer! 
 

This 50th Anniversary Reading Program will run until Sept. 26 with 
results shared during our 50th Anniversary festivities in October.  
Prizes will be awarded in age categories from preschool to adult!  
 

“And God said, Let the land produce living creatures, according to 
their kinds…And it was so.  God made the wild animals…and all the 
creatures that move along the ground…And God saw that it was 
good.”  Genesis 1:24-25 
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If you have a child who will be 3 
years old by Sept 1 of this year or if your 
child has not attended Sunday School at 
Gustavus in the past, please pick up a Sunday 
School registration form at the Welcome Desk 
or contact Sherrie Nordquist at the church 
office for more information. 

 

COME PLAY IN OUR 
CHURCH NURSERY!   
Loving care is offered for 
infants through 4 year olds on 
Sunday mornings from 9:00 
am through 11:30 a.m. during 
the summer months.   

Free Family Faith Resource 
 
Davey and Goliath's Devotions is a 

devotional magazine for 
families with children around 
5-10 years old.   Each issue 
features a flexible, weekly 
format that makes it easy for 
families to share faith with 
each other. The classic 
television characters, Davey 

and Goliath, bring even more faith and fun 
through Bible-based activities and games 
that engage kids and keep up with "families 
on the go. 
 
How can I get a copy of Davey and 
Goliath's Devotions? 
Free copies are available for families at the 
Welcome Desk.  The Summer edition 
(June–August) is now available.  Pick one 
up today!   
 
Who are Davey and Goliath? 
Davey and Goliath are the much-loved 
characters from the popular television 
series for kids. First broadcast in 1960, the 
series focuses on Davey Hansen and his 
talking dog Goliath. Kids enjoy laughing 
with Davey and Goliath as they learn 
valuable lessons about God's unconditional 
love.  
 
How often does Davey and Goliath's 
Devotions come out? The magazine 
comes out four times a year (quarterly).  
 
How can I learn more about Davey and 
Goliath? Visit the official Web site,  
www.daveyandgoliath.org  

Help make VBS a Blast! 
 African print fabrics (will be returned) 
 Animal print fabrics 
 Stuffed Animals (African: zebra, 

monkey, giraffe, meerkat, elephant…) 
 Woven baskets (African) 
 Photos or art of African scenes 

or vistas (will returned) 
 Brown grocery bags 
 Brown Craft Paper 
 Large cardboard boxes 

(dishwasher or dryer size) 
 Tissue Paper (greens, brown, 

yellow) 
 Crêpe Paper (greens, brown, yellow) 
 Streamer Rolls (greens, brown, 

yellow) 
 Wire 
 Twine 
 Cable Ties 

(various 
lengths) 

 Ziploc  bags 
(gallon or quart size) 

 Bamboo sticks 
 Tempera or Acrylic paints (brown, 

white, black, dark blue, purple, 
green, orange) 

 Painters Tape (Gaff tape)  

Bring items to the VBS 
DONATIONS display in 
the Gathering Area.  

Contact Sherrie 
Nordquist if you have 

questions. 
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July Birthdays July 1 
Jason Balyk 
Erika Neihart 
Dawn Semlak 
 

July 2 
Stephen Bordsen 
Douglas Ryan 
 

July 3 
Paul Berglund 
Pastor Hans Dahl 
Noah Howard 
Teri St. Martin 
Shawn Swanson 
 

July 4 
Judy Hitchcock 
Debra Hogen 
Erin Michaelson-
Richie 
Casey Monette 
Jan Pierson 
Elsie Reichel 
 

July 5 
Joann Goodman 
Karl Gruber 
Renee Swanson 
 
July 6 
Krista Geiger-
Simpson 
Greta Krueger 
Cullen Olson 
 
July 7 
Laura Ottinger 
 
July 8 
Alex Taylor 
Isabella Villarreal 
 

July 9 
Bill Best  
Robert Johnson 
Deloris Larson 
 
July 10 
Debbie Schulke 
Rev. Roger Schwartz 
Anne Sweeney 
 
July 11 
Kyle Anderson 
Betty Bakkethun 
Brandon Benshoof 
Jodi Cruz 
Sandra Fox 
Eleanore Johnson 
Robert Kelly 
Nathan Michaelson 
 
July 12 
Lenore Baumann 
Anna Gustafson  
Jill Youngren 
 
July 13 
Margaret Klas 
Kally Ritchie 
 

July 14 
Gregory Anderson 
Terri Davis 
Galen Fitzel 
Tyler Fitzel 
Justin Lee 
Kristen Lynch 
Beth West 
 
July 15 
Anita Aguirre 

July 16 
Payten Gunther 
Lee Johnson 
Eugene Wegscheider 
 
July 17 
Jenny Croucher 
Randy Gawtry 
Rev. Arland Hultgren 
Wes Johnson 
Brent Sandberg 
 
July 19 
Dianne Brooke 
Breanne Foster 
David (DW) Surine 
Jacob Troska 
 
July 20 
Gary Johnson 
Katie Simmer 
 
July 21 
Kevin Berglund 
 
July 22 
Lily McCann 
Amy Lee 
 
July 23 
Roy Peterson 
Bryn Relay 
James Swanson 
 
July 24 
Mari Drake 
Louise Feske 
Kelly Bidon 
 

July 25 
Janet Edwards 
Diane Fitzel 
Thomas Himmer 
Jim Peters 
 
July 26 
Alice Dahlblom 
Karen Landkamer 
Billy Lundgren 
Jeff Troska 
Jean Vaughan 
Carrie Westman 
 
July 27 
Audrey Barrette 
Helen Warndahl 
 
July 28 
Cyndi Lattimore 
 
July 29 
Sharon Miller 
Sophia Nelson 
 
July 30  
Jodi Burth 
Alec Pfalz 
 
July 31 
Jeanne Heitkamp 
Lori Howard 
Jacqueline Jones 
Brittney Luchsinger 
Tammy Ottinger 

Women’s Book Club 
Fourth Tuesday of each Month   12:30 pm  

Ronald C. Peterson Library 
 
The women’s book club is 
taking a break for the 
summer.  We will meet again 
in September!  Watch for 
information in the August 
newsletter. 

CHECK OUT NEW BOOKS FOR SUMMER 
READING ON THE KIOSK IN OUR 

CHURCH LIBRARY! 
14 youth and adults from GA will be traveling to 
New Orleans to help rebuild homes destroyed by 
Hurricane Katrina.  Check out these books in the 
church library about New Orleans after Katrina. 
 In Katrina’s Wake, Portraits of Loss from 

an Unnatural Disaster 

 Katrinaville Chronicles, Images and 
Observations from a New Orleans 
Photographer 
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Bonnie Wilcox………..….... Senior Pastor 
Hans Dahl…....…………..Associate Pastor 
Susan Schoon..…..…...Visitation Pastor 
Jerome Brakke………………………………...... 
               Director of Music & Organist 
Sherrie Nordquist………………………………... 
            Director of Christian Education 
Linda Tischer………………………………...……. 
                      Administrative Assistant 
Judy Hitchcock…………………………………….. 
              Ass’t Administrative Assistant 
Helen McEvoy-Freese………………………….. 
                                   Business Office 
Rick Arons, Nelson Tracy, 
Kevin Berglund...………………..Custodians 
Kathy Laramy….... Wedding Consultant 
Michelle Beaulieu, Kendra Nielsen  
and Diana Williams .….ASL Interpreters 
Leman Olsenius ……..….Pastor Emeritus 

Sunday Worship 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service  
10 a.m.        Education for All   
11:15 a.m.  New Life Worship 
                 (ASL Interpreted) 

Church Staff 

GUSTAVUS 
ADOLPHUS 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

GA CHURCH 
1669 Arcade St 

St. Paul, MN 55106 
651.774.5954 

www.gachurch.org 

 

GA Men’s Softball! 
There is still a chance to 
catch a game! Fans are 
always welcome at the 
games Monday nights at the 
Goodrich fields in 

Maplewood (south 
of the Goodrich Golf 
Course near Aldrich 
Hockey Arena on 
North St. Paul Rd. / 
7th Ave.) 

Schedule:  
7/12  7 pm  #1 
7/19  8 pm  #2 
7/26* 6 pm  #1  
7/26* 7 pm  #1  

*Double Header nights 

9:00 am  Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
10:30 am  New Life Worship in Luther Hall (now air conditioned!) 

Summer Bible 
Study! 
July 14 & 21, 
Noon-1:30 pm 
At the heart of our faith is found 
the mercy, grace and love of 
God.  At its core, Paul claims, 
Christian faith isn’t about us 
following a set of rule, but quite 
the opposite.  It’s about 
freedom.   
In the book of the Bible called 
“Galatians,” a letter written by 
Paul, we hear this message loud 
and clear.  Bring a brown bag 
lunch and join Pastor Hans for 
two sessions, 12-1:30pm, on 
Wednesdays, July 14 and 21, 
here at GA.  Please read 
Galatians ahead of time and 
come with questions.  


