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Thoughts from Pastor John 

In my article in the September newsletter, I 

introduced to you our theme for the fall.  

Created to Be is going to be our focus theme 

through the end of October. As I shared with 

you previously, this was the theme both at the 

ELCA Youth Gathering as well as up at Camp 

Onomia both this past summer.  

We kicked off an amazing day long retreat on 

September 21é.this spiritual gifts retreat was 

a wonderful introduce this month-long  

exploration on how God made each of you 

uniquely. I loved this quote from  C.S. Lewis 

that was shared in that dayõs resources: 

Christianity thinks of human individuals not as 

mere members of a group or items in a list, but as 

organs in a body-different from one another and 

each contributing what no other could. When you 

find yourself wanting to turn your children, or 

pupils, or even your neighbors, into people exact-

ly like yourself, remember that God probably nev-

er meant them to be that. You and they are dif-

ferent organs, intended to do different things. 

ñMere Christianity  

Our goal is simple-that each of you can fully 

understand the unique and beautiful way God 

has made you and how you can use your  

wonderful self in the world!  

Created to Be at a glance: We have been  

created to be ourselvesé.created by the Holy 

One. Yes, life has its many ups and downs... 

however, we can rest assured that we are  

created to always be in relationship with one 

anotheré.loved by a God who is always with 

usé.a God who has created each of us.  

Our theme verse for this journey:  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and  

wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well. 

 ñPsalm 139:14 

 

 

 

 

 

October 6: Created to be Authentic 

We are created to be authentic, to bring our 

whole selves and know that we are loved by 

our Creator.  

As individuals and communities of faith, we 

are called to be true to who God created us to 

be. 

October 13: Created to be Generous 

We are created to be generous with the gifts 

God has entrusted us with. 

As we are uniquely made, we each have  

something different to offer as a gift to God. 

The gifts may differ, but we each have  

something irreplaceable to share.  

October 20: Created to be Brave 

We are created to be brave, to show up with 

an open mind and heart, willing to be  

challenged. 

Through our faith in Christ, confidence in 

Godõs love and presence, and the support of 

our siblings in Christ, the Spirit stirs bravery 

and courage in us for the challenges and  

opportunities of life 

October 27: Created to be Change Makers 

We are created to be change makers-As  

reformed people we are called into the world.  

Our faith is not silent, passive or solitary. Our 

actions and advocacy are guided by the Spirit 

and love for our neighbor in the church,  

society, and the world. 
 

Your Partner on the Journey, 

Pastor John Hierlinger 
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Thoughts from Pastor Ruthie 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As we dive into October with faith formation 

classes getting going in full swing and 

looking forward to Reformation Sunday at 

the end of the month, I have been pondering 

our Lutheran roots and identity. 
 

There was a time over 500 years ago that 

scripture and worship was all in Latiné and 

most people didnõt speak Latin. Martin  

Luther undertook the massive effort to  

Translate the Bible into the everyday  

German language of his community. He 

wanted people to be able to read and  

interpret the Word of God for themselves and 

with others in their community. Luther also 

teamed up with his good friend and artist  

Lucas Cranach to make illustrations to go 

along with Lutherõs writings about the faith. 
 

Inviting people unto a direct encounter with 

scripture through words and images was  

casting a wider net of who was involved in 

the discussion of how the Spirit of God was 

moving in their time and place. This unleased 

a movement that changed the world and  

reformed the church. We are continuing in 

such a tradition of inviting one another to 

join in the conversations happening here and 

now about how the Spirit of God is at work in 

our time and place. 
 

This happens during our Wednesday morning 

Bible studies, monthly brewing faith 

conversations, and at our Sunday morning 

Table Talks. I am excited to distribute new 

Bibles to some of the children and youth in 

our congregation as well during worship on 

Reformation Sunday. Each age group will be 

receiving a Bible that is dynamic and 

engaging at their stage of development.  

Storybook Bibles for our kindergarteners, 

graphic style Bibles for our upper  

Elementary students, and youth study Bible 

for our new confirmation students. 

 

It is my hope that the living Word of God  

continues to be the foundation of who we are 

and all we do here at Gustavus Adolphus  

Lutheran Church here on the Eastside. May God 

continue to remind us of how loved and forgiven 

we are so that we are empowered to 

be radically involved in this beloved world 

around us by serving our neighbors. 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Ruthie  
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

We invite you to join us for worship at church or from home.  

We host two worship services on Sunday mornings. We have a traditional worship service at 9:00 am in 

the sanctuary, and a more contemporary service at 11:15 am in Luther Hall. We also come together for 

midweek worship every Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm, following our Open Table Meal at 5:00 pm. 

 

October 6  9:00 am Traditional Worship  Service (Sanctuary)  

   11:15 am Contemporary Worship (Luther Hall)  

   Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

October 9  6:00 pm Midweek Worship including Communion 
 

October 13  9:00 am Traditional Worship  Service (Sanctuary)  

   11:15 am Contemporary Worship (Luther Hall)  

   Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
 

October 16  6:00 pm Wednesday Worship  
 

October 20  9:00 am Traditional Worship  Service (Sanctuary)  

   11:15 am Contemporary Worship (Luther Hall)  

   Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

   1:00 pm Deep Dive, Connecting with Creation 
 

October 23  6:00 pm Wednesday Worship  
 

October 27  9:00 am Traditional Worship  Service (Sanctuary)  

   11:15 am Contemporary Worship (Luther Hall)  

   Reformation Sunday Å Wear Red! 
 

October 30  No Worship ñ Halloween Table and Treat! Letõs See Those Costumes! 
 

 

  h/¢h.9w нлнп 

SUPPER IS SERVED 5:00 PM TO 6:00 PM WEDNESDAYS 
WORSHIP FOLLOWS SUPPER AT 6:00 PM. 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! HELP US MAKE OPEN TABLE  

HAPPEN AT GUSTAVUS! EMAIL NEILJ@GACHURCH.ORG 
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For more information about Sunday School and Confirmation programs, contact Pastor Ruthie   

by calling the Church office 651.289.9881 (direct line) or ruthiem@gachurch.org  

CAMP ONOMIA 2024  

WOMENõS REFRESH RETREAT 

Friday November1, 6:00 pm to  

Saturday November 2,  3:00 pm 

Relax and leave feeling rejuvenated after a 

short weekend of meaningful conversations on the topics of spiritual and mental 

health.  Pastor Ruthie and a few others are interested in attending...how about 

you? Email ruthiem@gachurch.org by October 21 if youõd like to attend. 

camponomia.org 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

TABLE TALK : FREE TO BEé 
SUNDAY  OCTOBER 6: FREE TO BE AUTHENTIC  

Our shared intern Bethany Ketchem will be facilitating the discussion around a 

video message by Pastor Emily Harkins who serves as the Lead Pastor at The 

Dwelling which is an intentional faith community for people who have the  

experience of  being unhoused. Come experience and join the conversation about 

what created to be authentic means for us and our neighbors. 

SUNDAY , OCTOBER 13: FREE TO BE GENEROUS 

Pastor John Hierlinger will be facilitating a 

discussion around generosity as it connects to 

our stewardship appeal this fall. Come imagine 

the expansive ways we are created to be  

generous together here in this place. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR HOLIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
Thanksgiving Eve, November 27 5:00 pm meal, 6:00 pm worship 

Advent Wednesdays, 11:00 am and 6:00 pm 

Christmas Eve, December 24, 3:30 pm and 5:30 

pm 

mailto:sherrie@gachurch.org

